Children (Equal Protection from Assault) (Scotland)
Bill
Page 2: About you
Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?
an individual
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Page 7: Your views on the proposal

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal of giving children equal protection
from assault by prohibiting all physical punishment of children?
Fully Supportive
Please explain the reasons for your response
Children deserve the same rights to protection against assault as adults; we need to ensure that Scotland
is upholding the UNCRC and other Human Rights legislation. Scotland should be a safe place for all
children to grow up. The First Minister has stated that she wants Scotland to be the best place for children
to grow up and this can only happen if children are protected from violence

Q2. Could the aims of the proposal be better delivered in another way (without a Bill in the Scottish
Parliament)?
No
Please explain the reasons for your response
Children need a legal recourse to ensure full protection and to hold the government to account for not
upholding their rights to protection against violence

Q3. What do you think would be the main advantages, if any, of giving children equal protection from
assault by prohibiting all physical punishment of children?
it will promote non violent parenting
Scottish Government have signed up to the UNCRC; Article 19 requires legislation to protect the child
from all forms of physical or mental violence by any person having care and Article 37 requires protection
from torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. The Government is not
currently upholding their duties in terms of protecting children as outlined in the UNCRC
Physical punishment is inhumane and degrading for children; it has negative long term impacts and
creates a cycle of violence in our society which is not acceptable

Q4. What do you think would be the main disadvantages, if any, of giving children equal protection from
assault by prohibiting all physical punishment of children?
There are no disadvantages

Page 11: Financial implications
Q5. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the
proposed Bill to have?
Broadly cost-neutral

Page 12: Equalities

Q6. What overall impact is the proposed Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the
Equality Act 2010): race, disability, sex, gender re-assignment, age, religion and belief, sexual orientation,
marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?
Positive

Q7. Could any negative impact of the proposed Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or
avoided?
there are no negative impacts

Page 14: Sustainability of the proposal
Q8. Do you consider that the proposed Bill can be delivered sustainably i.e. without having a
disproportionate economic, social and/or environmental impact?
Yes

Page 15: General
Q9. Do you have any other comments or suggestions on the proposal?
No Response

