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Page 7: Your views on the proposal

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal of giving children equal protection
from assault by prohibiting all physical punishment of children?

Fully Supportive



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal of giving children equal protection
from assault by prohibiting all physical punishment of children?

Please explain the reasons for your response
Corporal punishment was banned from schools when | was a headteacher in the 1980s. It changed
attitudes and culture for the better and made schools more humane places.

Q2. Could the aims of the proposal be better delivered in another way (without a Bill in the Scottish
Parliament)?

No

Please explain the reasons for your response
Legislation has been shown to be important in changing attitudes.

Q3. What do you think would be the main advantages, if any, of giving children equal protection from
assault by prohibiting all physical punishment of children?

Mainly those laid out in John Finnie's document. It is a crucial element of a fair and just society and is
pertinent to the Scottish Government's aim of “closing the achievement gap".
Q4. What do you think would be the main disadvantages, if any, of giving children equal protection from

assault by prohibiting all physical punishment of children?

None...If the matter is handled sensitively.

Page 11: Financial implications

Q5. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the
proposed Bill to have?

Some increase in cost

Please explain the reasons for your response
Training for those who work with families will be the main cost, though the number of support workers may
have to rise in the short term.
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Q6. What overall impact is the proposed Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the
Equality Act 2010): race, disability, sex, gender re-assignment, age, religion and belief, sexual orientation,
marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?

Neutral (neither positive nor negative)

Q7. Could any negative impact of the proposed Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or
avoided?

No Response

Page 14: Sustainability of the proposal
Q8. Do you consider that the proposed Bill can be delivered sustainably i.e. without having a

disproportionate economic, social and/or environmental impact?

Yes

Page 15: General

Q9. Do you have any other comments or suggestions on the proposal?

No Response



