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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?
an individual

Which of the following best describes you? (If you are a professional or academic, but not in a subject
relevant to the consultation, please choose "Member of the public".)
Member of the public

Please select the category which best describes your organisation
No Response
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of your organisation as you wish it to be published.
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Page 7: Your views on the proposal
Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal of giving children equal protection
from assault by prohibiting all physical punishment of children?
Fully Supportive

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal of giving children equal protection
from assault by prohibiting all physical punishment of children?
Please explain the reasons for your response
It is absurd that the only people you are legally allowed to hit in Scotland are the youngest and most
vulnerable. Parents and others who care for children have a responsibility to ensure their safety (physical
and emotionally) - using violence against children is in direct contravention of this duty, even if it is done
with the honest intention of teaching discipline. However, I believe that often the intention of teaching
discipline is muddied with a momentary desire to inflict pain as a means of retribution. Parents rarely resort
to smaking when they are calm and collected and given the physical advantage that an adult has over a
child, physical punishment is dangerous as people can underestimate their own strength. Furthermore,
smaking is humiliating even for very young children and can traumatise. Resorting to violence is lazy
parenting and I believe that it is no longer socially acceptable. It's time for the law to catch up.

Q2. Could the aims of the proposal be better delivered in another way (without a Bill in the Scottish
Parliament)?
Unsure

Q3. What do you think would be the main advantages, if any, of giving children equal protection from
assault by prohibiting all physical punishment of children?
They would be treated as equals. Children deserve our respect and not to be treated as second class
citizens under the law.

Q4. What do you think would be the main disadvantages, if any, of giving children equal protection from
assault by prohibiting all physical punishment of children?
None.

Page 11: Financial implications
Q5. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the
proposed Bill to have?
Unsure

Page 12: Equalities
Q6. What overall impact is the proposed Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the
Equality Act 2010): race, disability, sex, gender re-assignment, age, religion and belief, sexual orientation,
marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?
Slightly positive

Q6. What overall impact is the proposed Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the
Equality Act 2010): race, disability, sex, gender re-assignment, age, religion and belief, sexual orientation,
marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?
Please explain the reasons for your response
I anticipate that male children are probably smacked more often than female children so this law would
help to address the balance.

Q7. Could any negative impact of the proposed Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or
avoided?
No Response

Page 14: Sustainability of the proposal
Q8. Do you consider that the proposed Bill can be delivered sustainably i.e. without having a
disproportionate economic, social and/or environmental impact?
Yes

Page 15: General
Q9. Do you have any other comments or suggestions on the proposal?
No Response

