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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?
an individual

Which of the following best describes you? (If you are a professional or academic, but not in a subject
relevant to the consultation, please choose "Member of the public".)
Member of the public

Please select the category which best describes your organisation
No Response

Please choose one of the following; if you choose the first option, please provide your name or the name
of your organisation as you wish it to be published.
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Please provide details of a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response.
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details.

Page 7: Your views on the proposal
Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal of giving children equal protection
from assault by prohibiting all physical punishment of children?
Fully Supportive

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal of giving children equal protection
from assault by prohibiting all physical punishment of children?
Please explain the reasons for your response
This is child abuse and as such should be treated the same as other child abuse crimes that are being
committed.

Q2. Could the aims of the proposal be better delivered in another way (without a Bill in the Scottish
Parliament)?
No
Please explain the reasons for your response
It should be a criminal offence and go to court. If found guilty the child should not be left unsupervised with
that adult and the adult should be placed on the restricted list not to work with children nor vulnerable
adults. If found guilty the Adult should be placed on the Violent and Sex Offender Register in which the
duration should be determined by the court. As is the adult has carried out this crime them they may do it
any were in public and no child is safe.

Q3. What do you think would be the main advantages, if any, of giving children equal protection from
assault by prohibiting all physical punishment of children?
victims may exhibit regressive behaviours (e.g., thumb-sucking and bed-wetting in younger children),
sleep disturbances, eating problems, behaviour and/or performance problems at school, and
unwillingness to participate in school or social activities
Longer-term effects may be wide-ranging, to include anxiety-related, self-destructive behaviours such as
alcoholism or drug abuse, anxiety attacks, and insomnia
This type of child abuse must stop.

Q4. What do you think would be the main disadvantages, if any, of giving children equal protection from
assault by prohibiting all physical punishment of children?
There should be none as you are protecting the child.

Page 11: Financial implications
Q5. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the
proposed Bill to have?
Some increase in cost
Please explain the reasons for your response
There will be an increase cost in the cost by the court service and police service but it could save one child
therefore its money well spent.

Page 12: Equalities
Q6. What overall impact is the proposed Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the
Equality Act 2010): race, disability, sex, gender re-assignment, age, religion and belief, sexual orientation,
marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?
Neutral (neither positive nor negative)

Q7. Could any negative impact of the proposed Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or
avoided?
N/A

Page 14: Sustainability of the proposal
Q8. Do you consider that the proposed Bill can be delivered sustainably i.e. without having a
disproportionate economic, social and/or environmental impact?
Yes

Page 15: General
Q9. Do you have any other comments or suggestions on the proposal?
Names of Adults should be made available if needed for the protection of children on the new Police
Scotland Sex Offender Community Disclosure Scheme.

